
SWOC XMAS SCORE   28/12/2013   PORTHKERRY COUNTRY PARK

ORGANISER'S COMMENTS

Thanks to everyone who attended the event and made it worthwhile putting on. .

With regard to the format, the idea was to combine a course, with more interesting legs, with a score 
event.  The legs which I hoped would provide some interest to experienced orienteers are 10 – 11, 
12 – 13, 17-18 and 18 – 1.  I was pleased to see that the leading points scorers did complete most of 
these legs, although no-one seemed tempted by 18-1.  I would be very intersted if anyone would 
like to share their route choice for these legs with me.

The two other considerations were to provide sufficient start points for a numerical sequence near 
the start so that everyone would not choose the same one and also ensure that slower runners and 
novices would be catered for.  Hopefully these objectives were achieved with the controls west of 
the rail bridge.

I like to include age class handicaps for these events, so that more people can feel competitive.  
However, I wasn't too happy with the handicaps previously used.  I looked at the websites of several 
clubs and, although many of them mention handicapping, none of them give details.  The only clue 
I got was that one club mentioned having handicaps based on the age class running speeds obtained 
from the British Orienteering website.  So, I found these and calculated handicaps from them.  If 
anyone has any better system, please let me know!

I would like to write another article for CompassSport about this event, so if anyone can be 
bothered to give me any comments on the format or anything else about the event, please let me 
know.

I'm making notes to self regarding future similar events - 

1 Registration – asking competitors to register in advance by email was a success in that it 
certainly helped me print enough maps. There were 37 pre-entries and 12 entries on the day and I'd 
printed 15 extra maps. However, several of the pre-entries did not compete or went round with 
someone else which is why there are only 39 entries in the results.  
Perhaps I needed 2 people on Registration – one for pre-entries, one for EOD.
 
2  Beginners – several newcomers to the sport turned up, which I wasn't pre-pared for.  We 
certainly need an experienced orienteer with the “Ask Me” bib on for the person on Registration to 
send beginners to in order to explain the sport.

3  Clear/check – I need to organise this better for a mass start.  Maybe clear at Registation?

4  Download/results – the simple print-out system from the master unit is not ideal for a mass start 
score event where everyone finishes at similar times and manual calculation of results is hard work.



DETAILS OF CONTROLS VISITED.

 
Name                        Controls visited

Al Powell                 7,8,9,10,11,12,13,6,1,2,3,4,5,14,15,16,17,18   +Santa bonus
Ifor Powell               3,4,5,7,8,9,1,2,6,11,12,13,10,16,17,18,14,15
Duncan Farr             5,6,10,11,12,13,1,2,16,17,3,4,14,15,7,8
Nick Dallimore        14,4,5,7,8,9,6,11,12,13,1,2,3,16,17,18,15
Pete Colbert             1,2,6,11,12,13,16,17,3,4,14,15,7,8,5  +Santa bonus
John Mills                3,4,5,7,8,9,1,2,6,11,13,16,17,14,15  +Santa bonus
Sophie Brown          3,4,5,14,15,7,8,9,1,2,6,16,17  +Santa bonus
Andrew Davidson    4,5,6,11,12,13,1,2,3,7,8,9,5  +Santa bonus
Gill Lock                  3,4,5,7,8,9,1,2,6,11,12,13,14,15
Siobhan Lock           3,4,5,7,8,9,13,14,15,16,17,18  +Santa bonus
David Mitchell         3,4,5,6,11,12,10,13,16,1,2,9,17,8,7,14
Carys Morgan          3,4,5,6,1,2,10,11,12,13,14,15
Carys Sharp             3,4,5,7,8,9,16,1,2,6,13,14,15
Caroline Dallimore  3,4,5,7,14,15,18,9,1,2,6,16,17,8
Jill Manning             3,4,5,7,8,9,10,12,11,6,16,17,15,14
Pete Ribbans            4,5,7,8,9,6,11,12,13,16,1,2,3
Graham Tough         4,5,6,1,2,3,17,14,15,7,8   +Santa bonus
Jeremy Osbourne     7,5,9,6,2,12,10,13,1,16,17,3,8,4,14,15,18
Christine Farr           7,5,9,10,11,12,13,16,17,3,4,14
Alun Morgan           4,5,6,1,2,13,16,17,3,8,14,15
Sam Osbourne         7,5,9,6,2,12,10,13,1,16,17,3,8,4,14,15,18
Peter Havard            8,3,1,2,10,12,6,7,14,15,4,5
Helen Sharp             17,3,4,5,14,15,7,8,9  +Santa bonus,
Annie Brown           14,4,5,7,8,9,3.17,16,13,1   +Santa bonus
Ben Mitchell            4,8,3,17,16,13,10,12,11,6,2,1,9,18,5,7,15,14
Adam Powell           14,4,5,7,8,9,3,17,16,13,1  +Santa bonus
Jake Powell              14,4,5,7,8,9,3,17,16,13,1  +Santa bonus
Judith Powell           3,4,5,14,15,7,8,9,17
Lucy Baker              3,8,4,14,7,5,15,18,9,16,13,6,2,1,11,17
Alan Bowring          3,8,4,14,7,15,18,5,9,11,6,2,1,13,16,17
Sarah Perons            7,5,9,11,6,1,2,13,17,3,4,14
Morgan family x4    7,15,14,3,8,17,16,13,1,9,5,4  +Santa bonus
Morgan Sinton         14,15,7,8,9,11,6,17,3
Amy Jones               3,17,16,13,1,6,11,9,7,14,4,15,5
Nigel Ferrand          4,8,17,3,1,13,16,9,5,7,14
Sima Powell            4,14,7,5,9,11,12,1,3
Morgan family x2    7,15,5,9,17,3,8,4
Fraser Turrin-Lyra   7,5,14,4,8,3,17
James Brown           7,5,9,2,16,3


